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IRTE Bus &
Coach Skills
Challenge 2024

The annual competitionto
find the engineering stars
working in the bus and
coach sectors.

Get involved

#IRTESKills

Find out more at Irteskills.org.uk




About Skills Challenge

Foundedin 2011, IRTE Skills Challenge is an annual competition showcasing the
exceptional skills of the engineering stars working in the bus and coach sectors.

Teams of qualified and apprentice PSV engineers competein a series of electrical,
mechanical and bodywork challenges to find the bestin bus and coach.

It has two parts:

1. Skills Testing Week (June)—Where competitors from across the country take
on the challenge in Bristol.

2. Skills Awards (July)— Competitors, press and sponsors cometogether to
celebrate the winners at the awards ceremony.

In partnership with:

i TRANSPORT ROUTE

ENGINEER ONE

o Skills Testing Week incl Sponsor Day

June
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Social & press impact
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Press 2023
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IRTE Skills Challenge 2023: The best year
yet!
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Mature apprentice wins IRTE award 12 October 2023

Acknowledged with a special award in the
2023 IRTE Skills Challenge, mature apprentice
Thang Tang at First Bus is on the move to
become qualified

At the 7 September ceremony at Jaguar
Experience, Castle Bromwich, First Group
apprentice Thang Tang was shocked when his
name was called as the winner in the 2023 Skills
Challenge.

Noha

Recalling the moment, the modest Leeds resident says: “Once all of the apprentice categories had
gone, | wasn't expecting anything. So | loosened my tie, undid my top button, rolled up my sleeves
and got more casual. So when my name was called out, | was shocked; | didn't know what to say or
what to do. Had they got it right?

CoventryvObserver
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National Express Coventry's Craig
Perkins named 'Best Mechanical
Technician' at IRTE Skills Challenge
Awards




Social 2023
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Social 2023

Go Go Ahead London Follow
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Breaking news.

A fantastic set of results for us at today’s Institute of Road Transport Engir

bngratulations

bprentice Team

Diego Duran Cameron Barton

Cuadros Go-Ahead
Go-Ahead (Mechanical Apprentice)
(Electrical Apprentice)

Fabio Janota Tiago Da-Silva
Go-Ahead Go-Ahead
(Bodywork Apprentice) (Mechelec)

’ Harrington
Go-Aread London

Chris Bissett, Go-Ahead

Metroline Ltd + Follow
7K followers

A huge congratulations to our
Awards that took ecently at the Jaguar Land Rover Expe
n Birmingham. It is with great pride that we announce Metroline walked

vay with three awards

gineers who took part in the 2023 IRTE Skills

nce

from this year's competition,

Qur colleagues Glen Kelly. Joe Davis and Charles Burrows won awards for their
expertise and skills, Well done to them all

23 #engineering #engineeringjobs

#irte #skillschallenge #irtesc,
#engineeringexcellence #¥metroline #bus #busengineering #buses #londonbus
#londonbuses
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Well done to our engineers who were in Birmingham today for the IRTE Skills
Challenge Awards €
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This was an unbelievably uplifting experience taking our talented engineers to both

S&B and Jaguar. Over the moon that we wor

x4 awards, so proud of our team




2024 Theme:
Challenging the Status Quo
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Our vision and goals:

Vision:
To empower and equip the next generation of bus and coach technicians by providing
challenging opportunities to test and advance their skills

Goals:
£ )
Encourage greater Bring pressing safety Provide early new
diversity in competitors and skills topics technology access
including increased impacting the bus and feedback
female participation. and coach profession opportunities for the

into the spotlight

technicians.




What's new for 2024:

* Led by atheme to support our promotional activity
* New optional category featuring a new tech

* Thought leadership opportunities on topics such as:
O Sustainability in road transport

o Safety at the workplace
o Diversity in engineering
* Sponsor Nurture Programme

* New sponsor category

our

suggestions

Engaging with local colleges to raise the profile of
the challenge and engineering as a career path

More regional press activity around the theme and our
goals to increase reach

Engaging with new partners in the education and skills space
to support the sector

Skills Challenge monthly newsletter featuring sponsor content,
competitor profiles and sponsor ads sent to competitors, team
managers, SOE and IRTE databases

Awards lunch in July to keep the momentum going




What It means to sponsor the challenge

* Shape and judge the challenge
* Showecase your sector relevant products

* Produce content around your technology and your
role in Skills Challenge

Manager

* Advertise in two leading publications and promote 2 veod el |
your products and services & ‘-

* Network and forge new relationships with bus
companies, regulators, end users and the media

* Branding opportunities

* Marketing support throughout the campaign period




Publications
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Download the Skills Challenge Winners Brochure



https://www.route-one.net/latest-issue-new/soe-skills-challenge-brochure-2023/

Branding opportunities

_Skills
Challenge

Are you the best in bus & coach?

Proud sponsors of the IRTE Skills Challenge

FCL Organisation A
Thank you to everyone who took part -
in this year's competition representing
Excel Resourcing, First Bus, Go Ahead,
Lothian Buses, Metroline Travel, National
Express and Trentbarton. Winners will be
announced on 7 September.
........... Tha cenercis

support of our

sponsors makes

this competition

possible
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Visit irteskills.org.uk all +44 (0)20 7630 2174  Email irteskillsasoe.org.uk

Imperial Engineering v

Watch the 2023 Sponsors Highlights



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Z-2rTw6SEQ

C O n t e n t Disruptive technology will help attract

best talent to bus industry

11Mar2020  News

Skills Challenge sponsor BAE Systems at forefront of technology revolution. Related resources

23 Feb 2023
Sector gets set for this year's IRTE
Skills Challenge

News
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Teng Tools helps coach and bus technicians echniclan anc apprentice
excellence hailed at IRTE Skills

Challenge 2022

News

Freeway app used at IRTE Skilis Challenge stand out from the crowd at IRTE Skills
e £ i Challenge 2022

y Paul Halford ~ (® Published June 9, 202

02 Dec 2021

Skills Challenge winners reflect on
their journey to the top of their
profession
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21 May 2021

UK bus fleets switch to Allison xFE

Knorr-Bremse backing more success at transmissions mid-lifecycle
IRTE Skills Challenge 2023 ——
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Its new transmissions offer up to 7.13% fuel saving in urban driving Related resources

13 Nov 2023
Direct Vision Standard update

Webinar

08 Nov 2023
Transport Engineer November
2023

Publication

240ct2023

Stagecoach East showcases
ground-breaking Intelligent Speed
Assistance technology

News

030c12023

UK Faces Shortfall of 1 Million

Cocimonea L. 2020




Press & social media
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IRTE Skills Challenge 2023: Game on!

News stories are free to read. Click here for full access to all the features, articles and archive from only £8.99.

ONE v Society of Operations Engineers = (D Published May 24,2023 A Shars in & e

Apprentices and technicians from across the country are gearing up for this
year's IRTE skills Challenge. with the competition hotting up as the best in the
coach and bus sector prepare to show the judges just what they are capable of.
Event partner S&B Automotive Academy, which specialises in automotive
training & assessment services, is backing the event and will be hosting it at its
Bristol HQ.

Engineering’s stars of today and tomorrow will be competing in a series of
electrical, mechanical and bodywork tests which the competitions organisers
say points to a bright future for the coach and bus sector. Past winners of the
Challenge are already enjoying the boost to their careers that taking part offers,
organisers said, encouraging other apprentices to take up the gauntlet.

' Industry celebrates technicians at
IRTE Skills Challenge awards

Posted by chrispeat on Fri 8th September 2023 - 13:09PM | No Comments

Kieron Briggs of Lothian Buses, who won the Judges’ Choice award at the IRTE
skills Challenge in 2022, said that his win has given him the perfect platform to
take his career to the next level. He said: “It was really interesting because |
came across - and worked with - a lot of new components during the challenge

and Il be usmﬁ them on the new buses and coaches of the future. | wasn't

The IRTE Skills Challenge is an annual competition, taking place from 5 to 9 June,
with partners S&B Automotive. IRTE
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Sponsorship types
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Your role as a sponsor

. Once onboard as a sponsor, ° Help shape the test ° Bring guests as per your
work with the IRTE/SOE sponsorship package
marketing and comms team as ° Actas ajudge on the
well as our media partners to testing days °  Present awards
provide editorial, advertising and
content to maximise your ° Provide speakers on ° Provide commentary to our
investment in sponsorship Sponsor Day and get the comms team and our media

most out of our press partners for post-event

*  Help us spread the word about activity editorial.
the Skills Challenge and amplify
our voice

° Get equipment and vehicles
to S&B Academy for the testing




Awards 2023

Watch the 2023 Awards highlights



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYVB65BXrVU

Marketing & communications plan

Dec  Jjan _JFeb ____Mar_____lApr_____[May ___lume ___luly

Soft Launch Official launch CV Show 2024 Registrations close Skills Week
World Engineering
Day
Press release announcing date and key - press on the impact
supporters (via RouteOne and Transport of Skills Challenge in
Engineer) the wider Skills testing week in
sector/society Regional press activity =~ Regional press activity ~ Bristol —regional press
Press release announcing this year's core activity
challenge/categories + new category (via International Women's
RouteOne and Transport Engineer) Day - press to bring

focus on lack of
female technicians?

Announcement email
to SOE and IRTE
member databases ft
sponsor branding

Email to past
competitors and
registrants

Solus promo emails and reminders promoting the skills challenge ft sponsor branding

Skills Challenge Monthly Digest Newsletter ft sponsor news + Featured Sponsor

Monthly webinars ft sponsor (Marketing & Sponsor to arrange dates)

2 articles/month of partners choice on SOE's website

Videos and photos

Social - Launch Sponsor Spotlight - socials promoting sponsor's tech that'll be featured at the challenge from skills testing
announcement by Campaigns to attract competitors to sign up week featuring
IRTE and key partners Promoting thought leadership from sponsors sponsors and

competitors.

Awards

Winners announced

Winner stories

Winner announcement
email with sponsor
branding

Videos and photos
from awards featuring
sponsors

and competitors.




Sponsor nurture programme

Soft Launch

Official launch CV Show 2024 Registrations close Skills Week

Meeting with Richard Sponsor Day at Skills

to shape the Monthly sponsor update call

challenge bz
Status report Status report featuring
featuring number of number of
competitors, competitors,
marketing update marketing update

Meetings with IRTE's press and content team to plan and publish content and webinars

Awards

Sponsor Washup
meeting

Sponsor Report
summarising all the
activity delivered




Q&A




J—

Thank you for
your support
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